




     Remember your first day of 
freshman year? Did it live up to 
your expectations? Has high school 
been everything you thought it 
would be? It’s safe to guess our 
transition to college will be similar. 
We reached out to 2021 graduates to 
check in and see how their first year 
of college matched their expecta-
tions. 

Jonathan Kim, a freshman at 
WashU: 
     When asked: “I think that before 
going to college I romanticized 
the experience a bit whether that 
was because I watched so many 
YouTube/TikTok videos or hear-
ing from family friends.” Jonathan 
wants to say, “I wouldn’t say my 
expectations were either let down 
or exceeded because in a way I feel 
both ways. Social media puts out an 
exaggerated narrative that college 
and college life is all sunshine and 
butterflies which caused my expec-
tations to be fairly high. College is 
not as glorified as shown on social 
media and there are a lot of lows 
that aren’t shown in the videos you 
see online.” Even when you have 
these huge expectations for college 
and it is not exactly how you pic-
tured it, does not mean you won’t 
have a good time. Jonathan’s expe-
rience was, “I will say that attending 
a year at WashU has been one of the 
most rewarding experiences of my 
entire life. I have gotten the oppor-
tunity to meet such gifted and smart 
people to surround myself with. I 

have regained my love of learning 
because of the academic freedom 
that is granted to you in university.” 

Celina Moen, a college freshman 
at University of South Florida 
(USF): 
     Celina stated that she expected 
college to be about: “...freedom and 
becoming independent.” She also 
emphasized, “Me being naturally 
independent I enjoyed this freedom 
and the will to making my own 
decisions.” College is a new experi-
ence for freshmen and it comes with 
a ton of new independence. After at-
tending a year at USF, Celina says, 
“My expectations were most defi-
nitely exceeded! …I have enjoyed 
everything about it. However, I do 
have to keep telling myself to stay 
on top of my classes. Many will 
notice college is much about teach-
ing yourself and putting in your 
own time, because in the end it’s all 
for yourself.” The reality for Celina 
of college was very enjoyable and 
her advice for upcoming college 
freshmen is, “College is different 
experiences for everyone, being 
that everyone is on a different path, 
however; you will all find an amaz-
ing version of yourselves and will 
grow like you have never known”. 
Graduating high school and becom-
ing an adult is challenging, but from 
what Celina tells us, it is so reward-
ing.

Shivam Shah, a college freshman 
at UPenn: 
     Shivam talks about his expe-
riences in college and how we 
expected it to be and how college 
really turned out to be. “Honestly I 
thought that college was going to be 
way different than it actually was. 
I thought it was going to be like 
Nease High School, small environ-
ment, tight knit nature with teachers 
that are available outside of hours to 
help you, but honestly it’s so differ-
ent. At this point you’re not doing 
clubs just to get into college or just 
cause you’re passionate about it. 
You know you put a lot of work into 
these clubs and maybe you’re doing 
3-4 clubs and the classes are huge.” 
     The biggest challenge right now 
for Shivam in college is, “For me 
it’s…committing to things that I 
really want to do because there is so 
many things. Imagine the 
amount of clubs that you 
have at Nease, its more 
than like 3 or 4 times that 
with all the organiza-
tions coming in, different 
companies coming in to 
speak, different speak-
ers. Going to things you 
actually want and not 
overcommitting and if 
you do overcommit like 
in my case, narrowing it 
down to what you ac-
tually want to do is the 
biggest thing.” Shivam 
elaborates on his expe-

riences in college as, “This is one 
of the best years of my life. It’s a 
little challenging, you know, adapt-
ing at first, because you’re used 
to living with your family, them 
doing everything for you, now you 
got to do everything for yourself…
But it’s great… I’ve joined several 
organizations I’ve found several 
communities… in the social sphere 
I’ve joined Model UN club.” As 
for the social aspect of college and 
the difference between high school, 
“College socially is great, in high 
school you have your groups you, 
eat lunch with them, college you 
can sit with any person you like in 
dining halls.” Academic wise in 
college, “They [professors] want to 
give you a lense of the world, they 
want to give you different classes 
to take that are not really related to 
your major. College is a constant 
source of friendship and comfort” 
Overall, Shivam explained to me 
that, “Nease really prepared you 
well with all the...variety of proj-
ects, group activities, homeworks, 
and tests that they give you because 
it really teaches you to think criti-
cally because that’s all you do here 
[college].”    

Perception vs. Reality: What Is College Really Like?
Caroline Triplett 
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Class of 2022: Then and Now

Patrick “Brooks” Adams

Gabriel Bonilla

Markel Byrd

Michael Cowell

Audrey Ausili

Lindsey Butler

Amber Lynne Carlton

Evan Crenshaw4



Class of 2022: Then and Now

Shane Crist

Caleb John Debus

Auzzie Escoffery

Matthew Endicott

Mackenzie Daly

Christopher Jakob Debus

Christopher Dunn

Jacob Epperson 5



Class of 2022: Then and Now

Gracie Gebbia

Ripley Gough

Abby Hamby

E. Blythe Gouker

Caitlyn Gillette

Sydnee Grantham

Isabella Guenzler

Aaron Jost 6



Class of 2022: Then and Now

Savannah Hamel

Ava Harris

Christopher  A. Lopez

Conner Holmes

Zach Harmon

Cameron Helt

Braden Holmes

Canaan Kimball 7







Class of 2022: Then and Now

Noelle Lovett

Jaclyn Madson

Leila McNeill

Declan McCarthy

Julian Lowery

Colin Maloney

Madison Manucy

Logan McCarthy 10



Class of 2022: Then and Now

Jaxon McKim

Tyler Moltisanti

Sophia Peppe

Jaidin O’Donnell

Aidan Meyers

Liam Monroe

Will Natour

Meagan Pan 11



Class of 2022: Then and Now

Justin Petersen

Charles Santivenere

Cameron De La Torre

Josh Stevens

Keira Runyan

Bhavya Saxena

Brady Schaffstein

James Thompson 12



Class of 2022: Then and Now

Anthony Tucker

Bailey Wise

Wilson Whitehead
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     With COVID-19 regulations 
relaxing in terms of gatherings 
and interactions, more students are 
returning to face-to-face learning in-
stead of online classes. Recent polls, 
conducted by Third Way and New 
America High Ed took a look at 
how college students navigated their 
education during the pandemic. 
With a high percentage of students 
doing online classes, COVID-19 
impacted the teaching and learning 
process for higher education around 
the world. 

     Three national polls surveyed 
more than 1,000 college students 
on the different ways COVID-19 
impacted their experiences with and 
feelings about higher education. 
The surveys delved into how high 
education navigated the pandemic 
crisis, if higher education was still 
worth the cost when online learning 
was the primary delivery of instruc-

tion, challenges for learning, and 
concerns about future employment 
prospects. 

     One of the most alarming find-
ings, was that more than half of 
the students polled did not believe 
higher education was still worth 
the cost. The study also found that 
incoming students were making 
different decisions about when and 
where they would attend college. 
For example, more students are now 
opting to stay closer to home.

     The figure to the right takes an 
indepth look at how students ranked 
the challenges of online or hybrid 
learning during the pandemic. For 
access to the full study, visit:

https://www.thirdway.org/memo/
one-year-later-covid-19s-impact-on-
current-and-future-college-students

How Has COVID-19 Impacted College
Jaden Conroy
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This figure shows specific challenges faced by  

college students during the pandemic.



    For the last two application cycles, universities received an overwhelming amount of applicants. Due to students,  from the classes of 2020 and 2021, 
choosing to wait out the pandemic. Due to the limited space in colleges and overwhelming applications even those who apply and meet the minimum 
requirements have a lower chance of being admitted. Here’s a look at released statistics from Florida universities about applications from the 2021-2022 
school year and/or the 2022-2023 school year. 

A Look at Incoming Freshman at Florida Universities
Caitlyn Gillette & Audrey Ausili
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University SAT ACT GPA # of Applicants Accepted Students 
Florida Atlantic University

Florida Gulf Coast 
University

Florida Polytechnic
University

Florida State University

University of Central
Florida

University of North
Florida

University of South
Florida

University of West
Florida

University of Florida

1100-1270

1090-1230

1250-1400

1250-1400

1250-1370

1350-1480

1100-1260

1230-1370

1060-1240

23-29

22-27

27-31

28-32

26-30

30-34

22-28

26-31

21-27

3.73-4.33

3.56-4.33

4.10-4.60

4.20-4.60

3.96-4.49
4.40-4.70

4.00-4.50

3.97-4.48

3.61-4.20

32,000 (2021) 18,715 

74,000+ 17,000

36,986

16,004 (2021)

7,232 (2021)

14,294

40,417 (2021) 13,873

12,401

4,163

11,956 15,430 (2021)

2,000+ (2021)

6,719

17,753

1,600

Roads for Seniors
               Arda Can Utkan
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     The modern American school 
system tends to pressure students 
towards the path of college, but that 
is not the only way forward for stu-
dents. Students can take a gap year, 
join the work force, enlist, or attend 
college. College itself offers multi-
ple options as well, such as: in-state, 
local, and abroad.
     Taking a gap year gives students 
time to make considerations, but 
the primary concern in taking a 
gap year would be to make money 
through temporary employment. 
This wealth would grant students 
an opportunity to go to college with 
less financial issue. 
     Students, might find joining the 
US military to be more advanta-
geous. Students may feel a calling 
to this service, joining the military 
can also help pay for college be-

cause the tution is waived and in 
some cases you may be able to be 
paided to learn.
     Going to college is a very com-
plex choice as well: students can go 
to a state college, trade school, or 
study abroad. State college is usual-
ly the cheapest option, and Florida 
offers a variety of strong colleges 
for prospective students across the 
state. Trade schools are most helpful 
to those looking for specific work 
and gives a shorter and cheaper 
path. College abroad will usually 
cause the greatest financial strain 
but may offer superior programs for 
whatever major a student desires.
     For more detail, I talked to some 
of our counselors at Nease. “It re-
ally depends on what career you’re 
looking for,” says Ms. Kuhel, who 
brought up the First Coast Tech-

nical College as a good choice for 
students looking for a trade school. 
She also emphasized the speed at 
which students can obtain certifi-
cation, “In 6 to 18 months they can 
get a certificate.” Other counselors 
such as Ms. Strick-
ling and Ms. Jordan 
pointed out that 
military service can 
significantly reduce 
the costs of school-
ing; they also added 
that certificates, 
typically gotten 
from trade schools, 
can be obtained at 
regular colleges as 
well. Above all, the 
counselors recom-
mended students to 
talk to them about 

how they should move forward, 
even if they haven’t thought about 
taking any of their options yet.

Photo Credits:Alejandro Polanco
Crossroads




	Blank Page



